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Abstract

Justice and equality are the foundations in organizing foreign language education without
distinguishing between one foreign language and another. This study reviews the justice and equality
of foreign language education in the National education system. Collecting various laws and regulations
in the national education system and then looking at justice and equality using the existing educational
justice theory. The results of this study indicate that there is inequality in countries in their bias in the
National education system towards English which consists of indicators, namely the status of subjects,
allocation of time for subjects, availability of teachers and facilities, student interest and government
support. The basis for this bias is contained in Law Number 20 of 2003 concerning the National
Education System but is contained in derivative regulations, namely Government Regulation Number
19 of 2005 concerning National Education Standards relating to the list of subjects, Regulation of the
Minister of Education and Culture Number 22 of 2008 concerning Content Standards for Primary and
Secondary Education Units, Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture Number 82 of 2016
concerning the Primary and Secondary Education Curriculum. Justice and equality in foreign language
education are still far away, so there needs to be a balanced revitalization.
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Introduction

The state should provide equal treatment to Arabic and English language learning
at all levels of education. Social justice is a real challenge in education because it is a
system for achieving educational goals(Colina Neri et al., 2023). All aspects must work
together to realize educational justice both from within and outside education(Ball &
Skrzypek, 2020). Educational disparities occur in various regions, often starting from
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aspects of access, quality and learning conditions(Ball, 2020). The challenges of
globalization make foreign language skills increasingly important for every
individual so that the country can continue to exist in global relations and improve
National Development. The Indonesian government has included foreign language
education in the national curriculum by emphasizing Arabic and English as strategic
foreign languages.

The gap in access and quality of foreign language education between Arabic and
English is a very significant problem(Anggraini et al., 2022). English, which is
considered very dominant globally, is considered more important in the job market
and is getting more attention in the world of education(Muhalim, 2023). Meanwhile,
Arabic language education faces very serious challenges in various aspects, both in
the availability of teachers, curriculum development and infrastructure support.
There are several factors that can be identified related to the gap and injustice of the
state's treatment of Arabic language education in educational institutions in
Indonesia(Muradi et al., 2021), Among them, English is made a compulsory subject,
and Arabic is optional, the resources owned by educational institutions that have
qualifications are still very minimal compared to English.

The persistent inequality and injustice between Arabic and English can lead to
unequal opportunities for access to foreign language education in the job market and
higher education(Sindkhedkar, 2021). Limited Arabic language skills can hinder the
understanding of Islamic culture and heritage which is an important part of
Indonesian society, the majority of whose population is Muslim. Reduced effective
global engagement in international relations and global partnerships due to weakness
in the field of Arabic(Asmawi & Kasmiati, 2023). Relations between Arabic-speaking
countries and Indonesian society are very poor due to inadequate Arabic language
skills.

Education is a fundamental human right for every individual. The main goal of
education is to enlighten the nation's life and prepare the younger generation to face
the global challenges of the future(Zulfikar et al., 2023). Access to quality education is
a need that cannot be postponed. Quality and equitable education is needed. The
quality of citizens is a measure of the progress of the country, because quality
education will lead to an increase in the quality of human resources of its citizens(Idris
et al,, 2023). Education is the main cause of growth in every country because it
increases the productivity of the performance of citizens(Amorés Molina et al., 2023).
Education is a key sector that must be supported to advance sustainable human
resource development.

Foreign languages are one of the basic needs for every individual to maintain their
existence in socializing and competing in the global era. Access to quality foreign
language education is still not evenly distributed in various countries. Indonesia as a
strategic country and the country with the largest Muslim majority population in the
world has two main challenges, namely English language skills as a need for global
socializing and Arabic language skills as citizens of the world with a Muslim
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population(Arifin & Sukandar, 2021). The ability to speak Arabic will make them
citizens who are able to understand the basics of true religion, thus keeping them
away from wrong beliefs. Understanding Arabic is a main requirement in
understanding the text of the holy book as a source of fundamental religious
teachings.

Justice and equality in foreign language education are the state's obligations to
tulfill because as the state implementer who pays attention to the needs of its citizens.
Egalitarianism views equality as the main principle in education. Every individual has
the right to education including foreign language education without distinguishing
their background such as race, religion, gender, social class or language ability in
order to develop following global developments. Ali Juma'ah's concept in explaining
Egalitarianism is that equal rights do not lie in religion(Falah, 2023), and Gullen
explains that education is the main way to build better human values. Utilitarianism
focuses on the principle of educational benefits that must be designed as maximally
as possible because it is beneficial for society to contribute to the world globally and
the available job market(Muharir & Haryono, 2023). Liberals see every individual as
having the freedom to gain access to foreign language education, whether Arabic or
English, meaning that flexibility and openness are the principles in its
implementation(Povitkina & Jagers, 2022). The Communitarian view on foreign
language education, the state must design and organize it as well as possible to
strengthen the values of community identity so that it must be strengthened in the
aspects of history, culture and community traditions(Serra Salamé & Shaimi, 2020).
Social justice is a central principle for eliminating injustice and inequality to overcome
the obstacles faced by groups who feel disadvantaged due to injustice.

Previous studies have shown that the equality of foreign language education in
various countries is a complex issue and has its own dynamics. The principle of justice
and equality is the main issue to be carried out. The flexibility process is one of the
main choices by prioritizing adjustments to the implementation and process of
education. Laurence explained that in Belgium foreign language education was
formed as a result of historical political and economic conditions that caused policy
problems so that each community made its own policies by prioritizing its own
needs(Mettewie & Mensel, 2023). This means that there is a state negligence in
regulating foreign language education. The concept of justice in foreign language
education by identifying the basic language abilities of students to find out linguistic
biographies without distinguishing between languages(Melo-Pfeifer & Chik, 2022). A
foreign language education system in the form of equivalency, integrated with other
subjects (Content and Language Integrated Learning) based on professional needs,
whether English, French, Chinese or Arabic.(Gil-Lopez et al., 2021)(Krylov & Vasileva,
2022). From these various studies it can be concluded that foreign languages are
organized with equality that focuses on the benefits of foreign languages by looking
atjustice and equality based on the theory of utilitarianism. While this study examines
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the justice and equality that exist in the foreign language education system (Arabic-
English) in Indonesia in a review of standard education policies that must be enforced.

Metode penelitian

This research is a library research related to the laws and regulations of the National
education system as the basis for organizing foreign language learning in elementary
and secondary education institutions. This research focuses more on the study of
related documents to see the justice and equality of foreign language education
(Arabic-English) in Indonesia. The object of research analysis is the existing education
regulations which then see the philosophical basis for the determination. After the
data is collected, an analysis is carried out using the content analysis technique.

Result and Discussion

Based on the data collected by the researcher, there is injustice and inequality in
the treatment of Arabic and English in the national education system at the school
level in Indonesia, both Elementary, Middle, and High/General Schools. The
indicators that show this are several indicators, namely the status of subjects, time
allocation, availability of teachers and facilities, student interest and government
support. These indicators are obtained from the attachments to laws and regulations
and field contextualization and document data related to the research.

English is a compulsory subject at all levels of elementary school to high school,
and Arabic is an optional local content subject at certain schools. The allocation of time
for English generally gets more time than Arabic because the allocation of time for
Arabic varies depending on school policy and level. The availability of English
teachers is much greater than Arabic, and the facilities and infrastructure for English
are more adequate. As for interest in learning English, it is more popular because it is
considered important to master in order to continue education to a higher level and
get a job and interest in Arabic is still relatively low. Government support is greater
in the allocation of funds and development programs.

Although this difference is not explicitly regulated in Law Number 20 of 2003
concerning the National Education System because it still regulates the objectives of
national education, namely to make the nation's life more intelligent and to develop
the Indonesian people as a whole, and national education must be developed by
upholding the values of religion, nationality, humanity and democracy(Gusti &
Masduki, 2022). The regulations that have been passed down are Government
Regulation Number 19 of 2005 concerning National Education Standards relating to
the list of subjects, Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture Number 22 of
2008 concerning Content Standards for Primary and Secondary Education Units with
a list of Arabic and English language subjects in the curriculum(Temon Astawa, 2021),
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Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture Number 82 of 2016 concerning
the Primary and Secondary Education Curriculum.

Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture Number 22 of 2008
Concerning Content Standards for Primary and Secondary Education Units(Sri
Mujiarti Ulfah, 2021), and the Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture
Number 82 of 2016 concerning the Primary and Secondary Education Curriculum,
which also determines the allocation of teaching hours and basic competencies for
Arabic and English language subjects(Elok Kuneta Faradila & Basuki, 2022). The list
of subjects in the national education system above can be seen in the field
implementation as shown in the following table:

Subject Status Electives in Junior High | Mandatory at all levels of
and Senior High School | education (elementary,
and Local Content at | middle, high school)

Elementary School Level

(Limited)
Allocation of Lesson | A little bit by choice (not | More (set)
Hours set) - SD 2 Hours/Week= 72
Hours/ Year
- Junior High School/MTS
Grade VII-VIII = 3
Hours/Week = 108
Hours/Year. Grade IX 4
Hours/Week = 144
Hours/Year = 252
Hours/ Year
- SMA/MA/SMK/MAK =
4 Hours/Week = 432
Hours/ Year
Focus of Learning Communication, Communication, Science,
Religion and  Arab | Technology, Western Culture
Culture
Student Interests Low More  appreciated  with
various professional needs
Government Support Under Development Stronger in Private

Educational Institutions
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There are several factors that influence the differences in state treatment of
English and Arabic in the context of the National education system in Indonesia,
namely the history of colonialism, geopolitics, economics, and public perception.
Colonialism can be seen from the very strong influence of the Netherlands in the
education system for centuries making English a prioritized international
language(Saifudin & Saepuddin, 2020). After independence, English became a priority
language and was included in formal education, while Arabic was included in the
traditional religious education system and was not included in formal
education(Risfiana et al., 2021). Japanese and Dutch colonialism had a very strong
influence on the Indonesian national education system(Putra Daulay et al., 2021). The
formulators and implementers of education were not yet able to escape from the socio-
political and economic conditions of the Dutch East Indies.

The geopolitical conditions of close relations between western countries
encourage a focus on English to conduct international relations in developed countries
in accessing science and technology. Closer political relations between western
countries, especially America and England, encourage a focus on English(Sariyan,
2020). Indonesia as the founding father of ASEN has strategic political bargaining
power and foreign languages are a tool(Dewita, 2021). Arabic, despite its important
role in the Islamic world, is not seen as a vital language for international political
interests. Arabic can be a force to unite countries in the Middle East by reaffirming the
language in various international forums, thus showing common ground(Isnaini,
2019). Being a mediator in various ongoing Middle Eastern conflicts with other
countries(Hakiem et al., 2023). Common language shows that common nationality can
mediate the long-running conflict in the Middle East.

The continuously developing economic conditions are expected to gain greater
global economic opportunities. The economy in running the country does not take
into account Arabic as a medium for developing the economy because it is considered
that Arab countries do not provide a very significant economic contribution. The
country's relationship with the Middle East is considered only limited to educational
and religious needs. Facts show that the Middle East is experiencing very rapid
development of Islamic banking compared to other Asian countries(Rambe, 2021).
Indonesia's bilateral relations with Middle Eastern and European countries are getting
better(KEMLU, 2023). These are all forms of citizens' need for foreign languages.

Public Perception of English considers English as an important language to get
a better job and keep up with the times. Parents have a very positive perception of
English so it needs to be mastered and taught from an early age(Nurjaman & Rachmi,
Titi, 2020). Students consider English as an important language to master because it
helps broaden knowledge about the subject being studied(Akbarani, 2021). Parents
feel that English is a very important need to be learned from an early age. Arabic is
associated with Islamic religion and culture and has little to do with economics.
Students' perception of language is a language that requires a long time(Muslimah &
Nadiroh, 2022). Lack of motivation to study Arabic at university level results in a lack
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of ability to master Arabic(Afjalurrahmansyah, 2021). The facts show that foreign
languages in Indonesia have very different perceptions.

The impact of the national education system policy on foreign languages that
has been explained above is injustice and inequality. Equality and social justice in
education must be met without distinguishing the needs of each individual(Mukhlis
& Hafid, 2020). In education there should be no differences in access and opportunities
to learn, whether in terms of language or other materials(Yunita et al., 2023). Unfair
treatment because students who want to learn both foreign languages do not get the
same opportunity to learn optimally. Unequal treatment in mastering Arabic and
English will have an impact on the inequality of foreign language mastery in one
foreign language compared to another language, thus reducing competition in the
global era.

Eliminating inequality and prioritizing justice for foreign language education
in Indonesia must be done with various approaches, namely through policy reform
by reviewing education policies to ensure equal emphasis and support, equal human
resource development between Arabic and English through various training to
overcome limitations, strengthening standardization and consistency of Arabic
language curriculum in educational institutions, and building awareness in the
community of the importance of foreign languages.

Conclusion

Based on the data analysis in this study, it can be concluded that the inequality
of foreign language learning between Arabic and English is in the status of subjects,
time allocation, availability of teachers and facilities, student interest and government
support. These disparities in foreign language learning are found in Government
Regulation Number 19 of 2005 concerning National Education Standards relating to
the list of subjects, Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture Number 22 of
2008 concerning Content Standards for Elementary and Secondary Education Units
with a list of Arabic and English subjects in the curriculum, Regulation of the Minister
of Education and Culture Number 82 of 2016 concerning the Elementary and
Secondary Education Curriculum. Regulation of the Minister of Education and
Culture Number 22 of 2008 concerning Content Standards for Elementary and
Secondary Education Units, and Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture
Number 82 of 2016 concerning the Elementary and Secondary Education Curriculum
as well as determining the allocation of lesson hours and basic competencies for
Arabic and English subjects. There needs to be a revitalization of foreign language
learning in the National education system
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